
THE FIRST DRAMA OF AUTUMN IN THE WASHINGTON THEATER

and

Walker Whiteside
Brings The Hindu'

Brilliant Vaudeville, Burlesque
And Photoplay Programs

Offered This Week.
GARRICK.Walker Whiteside comes to the
Garrick tomorrow night for a week's engage¬
ment in "The Hindu," a modern mystery melo¬
drama in which he appeared last season in both
New York and Chicago. It Is in a prologue and
three acts. Sydney Shields is prominent in
Air. Whiteside's support, while the cast Includes
Harold Vosburg. Grace Lynn. Mignon McClin-
tock. Elwyn Eaton. Harold de Becker,

B F. KEITH'S."The Realm of Fantasia." fea¬
turing Giuran and Marguerite. Frank Ellis and

Eight English Rocket Beauties, will headline
Keith's bill this week, beginning tomorrow.
Others are Kitty Doner in "A League of Song
Steps." Eric Zardo, pianist; Joe Laurie, jr., in

"Familyology"; Rosalie Stewart in "The Weak

Spot." Jennings and Dorney in "Between
Strokes." CahUl and Romaine in_"A Comic Mix-
up" and Raymond Wilbert. "Miss America" and
"Miss Washington" will appear at every per¬
formance this week.

BELASCO. Th* Main Street Follies.- featur¬

ing Fred J. Ardath, with music and lyrics by
William B. Freidlander. opens a week's engage¬
ment' at the Belasco tonight. Prominent in the
»ast are Jed Dooley. Claude *)evereaux. Charles
i lark and Shirley Dahl. Morris and Campbell
in "The Ave-Ate-Her." the Three Dolce Sisters
and the Commodore Band are features.

COSMOS Barban and Company with Jonathan
r.aw. In pantomimic dance novelties, head the

Cosmos bill this week. Other offerings include
.The Cuckoo Nest." the Quinn Brothers and
Smith in merriment, music and dances. Lazar

and Dale. minstrels: Rossa and?. Costello in

laughs, the Juggling McBanns. -while the film

feature is "l'aid Back," featuring Gladys Brock-
well and Stuart Holmes.

STRAND The Old Timers." a group of va¬

riety stats of an older generation, will headline
the Strand program this week, beginning to¬

morrow. Other offerings are Walter Gilbert in

"Tangled Talks." Gordon and Delmar in "Just

Songs." Nevins and Gordon in "The Coach,"
Weber and Elliott In "Humorous Originalities."
Mary Miles Minter in Helen Martin's Mennonite
story. Tlllie."

GAYETY.With George Niblo and Helen Spen-
«er featured. "Step On It" opens a week's run

at the Gayety today. "The Island of Wha Wha"

Is the title of the chief offering and the cast

grouped about the featured players includes Leah
White, Anna O*Donne 11. Juliette Belmont and
Edith Umont and a beauty chorus. Niblo and
John O'Donnell appear in several interludes.

METROPOLITAN.William Fox's photoplay
prouuctioii of "Monte Cristo," the famous classic

by Alexander Dumas, will he presented today
for a week's run at the Metropolitan. It is a

ten-reel production in which this famous Dumas
story of lov%. hatred and revenge has been por¬
trayed with a cast including John Gilbert,
Estelle Taylor, William V. Mong, Robert McKim,
Albert P'isco and others. /

RIALTO."The Storm." the vivid photoplay ver¬

sion oi Langdon McCormack's stage melodrama,
featuring House Peters. Virginia Valli. Matt

Moore and Jeff Swickard, will be presented at

Moore's Kialto this afternoon for a week's en-

gagement. The production is notable for its

presentation of several thrilling scenes of a fire,
blizzard and avalanche. The production will be

supplemented by a strong list of added features.

PALACE.Dorothy oalton. the Paramount star,
comes to the screen of Loew's Palace for the
full week, beginning this afternoon, in "The
Siren Call." Irvin V. Willat's production of J. E.
Nash's love-story of the Alaska snows in which
Miss Dalton is supported by a strong cast that
includes David Powell, Mitchell Lewis and other
noted screen players. A new Christie comedy,
"Let 'Er Run" will be added.

COLUMBIA.Rex Ingram's Metro production
of Anthony Hope's famous novel. "The Prisoner
of Zenda," begins its second week's engagement
at Loew's Columbia Theater this afternoon. It
has been interpreted by a notable cast that
includes Alice Terry. Lewis Stone, Barbara La
Marr. Robert Edeson. Stuart. Holmes. Ramon
Navarro and others. The story is a romantic
drama.

CRANDALL'S. One Clear Call," with an all-
star cast, including Milton Sills, Claire Windsor,
Joseph J. Dowling, Irene Rich and Doris Pawn
will be offered at Crandall's for the first three
days of this week, beginning today. Beginning
Wednesday and continuing throughout the week
Harold Lloyd will be seen as the star at Cran¬
dall's in his new feature-length comedy pro¬
duction, "Grandma's Boy."

Story of "Monte Cristo"
Based On French History

Keeper of Ancient Fortress Related Incident
That Inspired Elder Dumas to Write

Famous Tale.
Most if not all. of the elder

Dumas' works, as everyone knows,
have their foundation in history;
and "Monte Cristo" to be seen Jn

photo-dramatic form for the first
time in Washington at Crandall'a
Metropolitan Theater this afternoon
is no exception to the rule followed
by the great romancer.

During his youth Dumas resided
for a time in the southern seaport
of Marseilles, one of the most pic¬
turesque and historical cities in
France, dating back to the days of
Hannibal and Carthage. Strolling
about the quais of the ancient city
one hot summer afternoon. Dumas,
then a young man in his early
twenties, hailed a passing rowboat
and asked to be taken to the
Chateau d'If. whose rugged black
masonry stood sharply outlined
against the blue Mediterranean sky
a few miles away.
A fortress isiand of evil fame.

known as the Bastille of the Midi.'
where many a wretched political
prisoner had rotted his life away, it
had long since ceased to play its
sinister role, and was then, as it is
now, a place where the curious went
to steep themselves in memories of
{feudal France.

The sinister, forbidding aspect of
the fortress, standing, phantom-like,
on a solid rock with the waves
lashing its walls, and the foul, rat-
ridden dungeons that made up its
Interior, created a deep impression
on Dumas, and he began to ply the
old keeper who was showing him
around with questions.
The latter, an old soldier of the

First Empire, had been employed as

a turnkey in the fortress when it
served as a prison, and was, of
course, full of information,
Of the numerous stories Con¬

ner ted with the unfortunate men
whose political opinions or acts had
consigned them to imprisonment in
the Chateau d'lf. one in particular

catholic Theater
CLUBS WILL MEET
HERE ON SEPT. 30

Dr. John Talbot Smith, of New
York, and Brandon Tynan, former
president of the Catholic Actors'
Guild, will be among the speakers
at the conference of Catholic dra¬
matic clubs which will be held he»*o
on September 30 and October 1 and
which promises to attract represen¬
tation from Catholic clubs and edu¬
cational institutions in many parts
of the United States. *

The plan3 call for morning and
afternoon sessions to be held in the
Knights of Columbus Auditorium
on Saturday, September 30, and a

public lecture by Prof. Thomas
Gaffney Taaffe, of Fordham Univer¬
sity, that night in the Central High
School Auditorium. Two one-act
plays will be given at the high
school. On Sunday night Dr. Smith
and Mr. Tynan will speak at a

public meeting in the K. of C. Audi¬
torium.
A special invitation was issued

fast week to representatives of
Catholic educational institutions to
be represented at the conference,
which will discuss the dramatic
movement among Catholics from
every viewpoint.

K. of C. at Garrick.
Forced to relinquish their lease

on the Garrick Theater, the Garrick
Players, with tonight's presentation
of "Clarence," will suspend their
engagemen.t in Washington after a
run of twenty-ttve consecutive
weeks, one of the longest stock
engagements in the history of stock
in the National Capital.
Tonight will be Knights of Co¬

lumbus night and as an added at¬
traction Georgp O'Connor and Mar¬
tin Downey will sing. They will
be accompanied by Matt Home.

stood out vivtdly in the annals of
the prison's history. And on it
Dumas gathered the material and
the' principal prop for his great
romance. t

During the latter part of the
eighteenth century a Venerable
Italian priest whose political activi¬
ties had troubled the Italian gov-
ernment. was arrested one day in
Marseilles while on his way to
Rome, and at the request of the
Italian authorities thrown into the
Chateau d'lf without trial or pre¬
liminary process verbal. The old
man remained a prisoner for four-
teen ye^rs.
In the fortress he was known a*!

the "mad priest." because he was
continually talking about a vast
fortune in gold and precious stones
which he claimed was buried in a
deserted island in the Mediterranean
out of the track of passing vessels,
The abbe wfote numerous letters

to the governor of the fortress
offering to give him Jialf of the)buried treasure if he. the governor,
obtained his liberty.

It turned out. of course, to be a
myth. The old priest had a party,
of soldiers digging for three days,
ibut all they ever dug up were
worms, and the "mad priest" was
returned to his dungeon where h©
died soon after.

Kitty Does a Little
First Night Acting

"If you think It iraa funny
from the frost. fM dioaU h»vf
Hem back-stage,** mid Avery
Hopwood, author of **Why Men
Leave Home," whea asked how
It happened that a eat eame

strolling Into the «econd «et bed¬
room scene on the opening alfht
at the Maroaeo Theater, New
York.
The tabhy walked la aa the

leading man and leading woman
were Just (retting nader the
*o»-eni (la separate beds) and
looked the altuatloa over. When
the aadleaee began rldHnK, the
eat walked dowiulage, peered
nit over the footlights, blinking
her eyes. walked bark and
rrawled nnder oae of the beds,
and then when the aetlon be¬
came hotter, she made oae grand
ru*li over the footlights and Into
the orchestra elrele, where rke
hid beneath n aeat. Then she
(ave one nopraao meouw.

"There waoat a door or a win¬
dow or a crack leading to the
stage, from behind sceaes. that
wama*t occupied by an actor,
iktage-hand or director, each with
arms outstretched and each
.leading 'Pretty kitty.eome
here, kitty* while that eat was

moseying around upsetting the
play,** *r. Hopwood said. "It
looked Ike a comedy all In It*
self. W ifhad the time of oar

lives keeping the folks back-
ntage from stlcklag out their
hands and yanking the eat off
stage. Of eouiwe, that would
have been fatal. The actors on

the stage had to almply Ignor*-
It. They were so nervous they
rould nearcely speak when the
act was ended.**

SIDELIGHTS ON THE WEEK'S NEW OFFERINGS
"Jazz is doing: more to inculcate

into the American people a love for
good music than any other influ-
encei" says Art Landry, leader of
the famous Commodore Band, at the
IJelasco this week.

"Musicians may say that state¬
ment is absurd." says Landry," but
let me elaborate by explaining that
jazz has been the greatest sales¬
man for talking machines, which,
in turn, have brought classical
themes into homes that otherwise
would never have heard them."
"That needs a little furher ex¬

planation." adds Mr. Landry- "Most
every-day folks when they buy a
machine generally buy a bunch <iK
jazz records and the popular tunes
of the day. After they have played
them a while they begin to think.
'I wonder how a Caruso record
would sound.' Tliey buy a record.
perhaps one made by John Mc-
Cormackv Then they see there is
something in great voices and in
the music of the masters. There¬
after they develop a grand opera
complex, but it can all be traced
back to Jazz and the love for
syncopated melodies."

Kitty Doner, the vivacious sprite
who has syncopated her way t o
fame and fortune, has one great
love. It is dancing. She gets up
in the morning with a clap of her
heels, completes her toilet in a

tempo de fox trot, and slips gaily
down to breakfast doing a one-step.
"Do I love dancing?" she laughed,

when questioned as to her attitude
toward her work. "I'll tell the world
I do. When I'm blue, it cheers m®

up. and when I'm sick. It cures me.
Take everything else I may own.
or deprive me of every worldly
phasure. but leave me dancing."
Miss Doner is the headliner this

week at Keith's. She is assisted by
her brother Ted and her sister Hose
in "A League of Song Steps." which
suggests that the act concerns
dancing. Rose, the youngest of tn®
Doners, is only 16 and is making
her debut this season under the
professional guidance of Kitty and
Ted.

The newest combination of va¬
riety favorites of a generation ago.
appearing under the title of "The
Old Timers," is one of the features
of the program offered at the
Strand Theater, beginning today.

"Ask dad. he knows," Is a slogan

that might be applied to this num-'
her. as the stars were favorites
thirty and forty years ago. when
vaudeville was "variety.** There is
no one individual specially featured
in the combination. Josephine
Sabel, a white-haired dowager,
played nine consecutive months in
Paris, three consecutive years in
Africa and in every city of con¬
tinental Kurope. Britain and Aus¬
tralia. Andy Gardner, the young*
est looking: of the old-timers, who
probably owes his youth to the fact!
that he never took any of the
medicines he handed out to others
ks a "medicine man." was the chief
mischief maker in general at Minor's
Bowery Theater in New York many
moons ago.
The names of J. Royar West and

Ida Van Siclen have been closely
associated for the past thirty years
and need no introduction, even to
today's theatergoers.

Announcement is made that the
doors at Crandall's Metropolitan
Theater, where "Monte Crlsto" will
be accorded its Washington pre¬
miere this week, will b«» thrown
open to the public this afternoon
at 2 o'clock instead of 2:30.

Current Amusements
At a Glance.

GARRICK.Garrick Players
in "Clarence." (Tonight.)
GARRICK.Walker White-

side in "The Hindu." (To-
morrow night.)

B. F. KEITH'S.Vaudeville.
BELA SCO.Vaudeville.
COSMOS . Vaudeville and

films.
STRAND . Vaudeville and

films.
GAYETY."Step On It,"

with Niblo and Spencer.
METROPOLITAN. 'Monte

Christo."
RIALTO."The Storm."
PALACE . Dorothy Dalton

in »TS, Siren Ca'l "

COLUMBIA."The Prsoner
of 7enda ."
CRANDALL'S."One Clear

At the Cox Memorial, in Cin¬
cinnati. in which Walker White-j
side was playing: "The Hindu" last]
autumn, a robbery took place;
which had all of the elements of
a first rate melodrama.
Teggmen entered the theater by

the stag<- entrance dressd as work¬
men. Thjsy then held up live watch¬
man and several stag* hands who
were present, but they had not
counted upon the many mysterious
devices in "Prince Tamar's Palace**
in the production.
While gagging a stage hand one

of the bandits attempted to move
the Indian gong on the table. In¬
stantly the thing sprang into elec¬
tric life and the robber was badly
burned as well as severely shocked.
Another of the rascals while
kneeling: on a chair in order to
tie the watchman's hands suddenly
found himself clasped about the
torso by the powerful steel arms,
the same which capture the villain
in "The Hindu." Finding the stage
a literal "chamber of horrors" the
yeggs hurriedly closed the office
safe with "soup" and decamped for
Covington, Ky., where they were
captured the next morning. "The
Hindu" comes to the Garrick to¬
morrow night for a week's en¬
gagement.

Manager Julian Brylawski, of
the Cosmos Theater, says he is en¬

deavoring to create for the Cosmos
a composite entertainment, which
combines every element of amuse¬
ment to be found in th* theater,
and this in each of his weekly
bills.
To this end. he is endeavoring to

provide weekly not only a first run

photoplay, but a production much
above the ordinary. Close ob¬
servers have noted a marked im¬
provement in screen offerings of
recent date. He is also endeavor¬
ing, as often as it may be possible,
to present a dramatic playlet, per¬
haps not of great consequence, but
at least Interesting and above all.
well played.

The vaudeville acts are being
chosen from the best obtainable
and embody originality, or some¬

thing new to lift them into notice,
his idea being to compose the dif¬
ferent elements of theatrical at¬
traction into a bill of clean and
wholesome entertainment that does
not depend upon sensation or the
forbidden to attract notice.

Screen Script of "Zenda"
Broke Records for Size

.

Continuity Directions for Filming Anthony
Hope's Novel Exceeded Length of

"Outline of History."
An example of the happy results

that can come from expert scena¬

rio writing and sympathetic direc¬
tion Is found In the screen version
of "The Prisoner of Zenda." which
Rex Ingram produced for Metro
from a scenario by Miss Mary
O'Hara. and which begins the sec-
ond week of its Washington en-

gagement at LoeW§ Columbia to¬
day.
The prodigious task trhich was

accomplished by Miss O'Hara is in¬
dicated by the size of the completed
script, which contained 1.622 pages
of single spaced typewritten ma-
terial.
This Is more voluminous than the

two volume# of H. G. Wells* "Out-
line of History."

Lest it seem impossible that in
two screen hours enough action can

occur to require such length in its
description, as was necessary in the
scenario of "The Prisoner of Zenda."
it must be remembered that in the
modern motion picture script every
detail must be recorded from the
position of the chairs on the set to
the manner in which the heroine.
apparently unconsciously raises
her hand to her throat in the dra¬
matic scene to he enacted there.

Since the scenes are not photo¬
graphed In the sequence in which

tht* appear in the completed pic¬
ture, it is imperative that there be
a written record of the multitude
of detail*, every one of which has
its own importance in telling the
atory. f

When a motion picture director
is to film a story of the wilderness.!
he must find actors and actresses
who can be taken into wild placet
without looking like orchids In a
vegetable garden. He has to find
men and women who can shoot,
ride, paddle a canoe, swim, build a
campfire and cook if necessary.

In other words, he must And
healthy, active human beings who
have walked on something besides
asphalt and who must be able to I
stand hardships and enjoy them. >

for there is still much photography
done in the open spares, despite the
wonderful development of picture
studios in the past few years.
Dorothy Dalton is one of these

unusual women. She demonstrated
it in "The Flame of the Yukon.*' I
"Flare Up Sal," The Idol of the
North," and in other pictures, so
when Irvin Willatt sought out a
woman for the leading role in his
newest production. 'The Siren Call."
which comes to Loew's Palace to¬
day for a week's run, the part fell
almost automatically to her.
This is the story of the boom In

Alaska with its celorful life and
the clashing of strong-willed men
and women where civilization's ve-
neer is gcratched in places. Miss
Dalton can portray all the tempes¬
tuous dash needed for the part; she
can ride a horse like a cowboy, she
can handle a canoe like an Indian,
she has no fear of the rushing cur¬
rents of mountain streams, and she
can even retain her poise among a
string of Alaskan dogs that are
ready to show their teeth on the
slightest provocation. David Powell
and Mitchell Lewis have the lead-
ing male roles. I

FIRE SCENES VIVID
IN PICTURIZATION

OF "THE STORM"
The limited number of principals

in the cast of "The Storm." the
Universal-Jewel production which
will be the featured attraction at
Moore's Rialto Theater all week,
beginning to^ay, gives each of ;he
three featured players an unusual
opportunity for making his acting
stand out prominently. Hou*c
Peters, the star, and Virginia Valli
and Matt Moore are said to make
the most of their chances.
The portrayal of the storm an-i

fire scenes are master strokes of
stage management and reflect great
credit on Universal. Director Regi¬
nald Barker and hU associates.
None of the stupendous grandeur of
L»angdon McCormick's scenic spec¬
tacle has been lost tn the film,
rather it has be«en enhanced by
virtue of the wider latitude given
to the camera.
The forest Are scene in the pic¬

ture was enacted under grave dan¬
gers to the players and the cam¬
eramen. The faces ot the trio art-
discernible at all times as they
pushed forward through the flr.;-
swept passes of the mountains.
New York and other metropolitan

critics have been unanimous in in¬
dorsing "The Storm" as one of the
greatest pictures producoi in a

decade, and it probably will be
ranked first among the big pictures
of the year.

Chesapeake Beach.
Chesapeake Beach, nearby Mary¬

land bay resort, is prepared for
one of the biggest week-ends of
the autumn Ashing season. More
than 500 fishing enthusiasts aside
from several thousand autoists are
expected to visit the resort today.
The Potomac Anglers' Association
will hold its annual fishing excur¬

sion at the beach today.

Rodolph Acquires
Hollywood's Idea
Of Small Change

Hence Mr. Zukor'i Star Now Pouts
And Demands a New

Contract.

By EARLE DORSEY.
IF Rodolph Valentino, Hollywood"! spoiled k'.C

was ten year® younger than he to be
someone might turn him over their kn*»e
and spank him. Being. however. presumaMj

grown up. Valentino will probably continue his
petulant didoes until a New York c-ourt passes^
on his now-famous sQuabble with Adolph Zukor.

Valentino's latest trouble, of course, is a .

salary matter. Quite suddenly he has discovered
that his film contract calls for the starvation
figure of $1,200 a week. Realising that acre**
popularity is fleeting and not always so enduring
as a three-year «*ontract. Valentino has gone off
Into a comer to sulk, vowing that he'll never
work for Zukor more. He has even carried the
case to the New York courts to see what they
think of it and in the meantime civilisation
must stand around listening to his woes which
mould be tiresome if they weren't so droll.

Believe Valentino shelking for Zukor Is no

bed of roses. For example. Zukor 1« ssid to
have provided Rudie with nothing r^s^mbling a

couch on which he mlfht rest between scenes.
Furthermore, on location, so great a star a*

Valentino was forced to dress in an open motor¬
car.a "Jlaxle." think you?.Instead of a limou¬
sine. Additionally, the hard-hearted Zukor 1s
alleged to have forced Rodolph to separate from
his wife. Winifred Hudnut. and then, it is fuither
alleged, refused to reimburse Valentino for her
fare to New York. All of which is cited to
show that Valentino's contract at 11.200 a week,
presumably rr.ade in good faith, no longer p»>s
Rodolph what lie thinks he's worth.

Here, apparently, is another example of what
Hollywood does to them. This is what comes
of too much talking In big figures. 1 veatnre
to say that Rodolph almost swallowed his chew¬
ing gum when Zukor offered him $1,200 a wee*
and had Zukor satd fifty years instead «»f thre«-
1 refuse to wager that Rodolph mould have
refused.

Whatever the outcome of Mr. Valentino's
latest outburst of temperament it is high tim«*
this young fellow came down to earth and
stayed on the reservation. Only a month or two
ago he wag courting excommunication because
of a matrimonial flyer and now he's toying with
the patience of a public that makes possible a

salary of $200 a day.
A few more outbursts from the sultrv-eved

Rodolph and Will Hays may start for California
with business in his eye!

. . . . .

ENOt'GH. however, of Rodolph and Vs w<»es.

What, for instance, of "Babbitt." the
new novel by Sinclair I-emiK. author of
"Main Street." and its chances of attain¬

ing the footlights?
It might api>ear. at first glance, that the

Broadway entrepreneurs were already mentally
casting a stage version of a novel wlii« h is not
only an apprecisbly better piece of writing than
"Main Street," but a novel which promises to
achieve a real popularity before the year is out.
On the other hand. 1 seriously doubt whethei a

single member of the play-making fraternity
has even considered seriously the matter of
staging "Babbitt."

To become eligible at all for Broadway pro¬
duction Mr. Lewis' new novel must first achieve
the record-breaking vogue of l^ewis* "Main
Street." Whether "Babbitt" can duplicate the
sales of "Main Street** Is questionable, but
momentarily admitting that it ma), there still
remain numerous and deep-seated obstacles to
its stage appearance.

Primarily "Babbitt" lays naked the soul of
the modern business man In a fashion that
can hardly be called flattering. The same

searchlight that Lewis turned on the small town
and its pretentions to culture in "Main Street"
is now turned on the similar pretentions or t'»e
sound business man. the city booster, the pi!ia'
of the church, the 100 per cent urbarg^vinerican.

It exposes him In a fashion that ^ar from
flattering. It reveals him not only ac the solid
upholder of civic law in one breath, but as the
abject supplicant of bootleggers in the neat it
reveals him flrst at his devotions and in the
next flash, at his profiteering.

As much as 1 desire, personally, to see an

adequate stage presentment of 'Babbitt" by
some such honest, intelligent producer as Br«n \
Temberton. say. there seems mighty little chan e

of realizing such a desire. Broadway pio-
duced "Main Street" in the belief that the
book's popularity would carry the pla>. T» a

certain extent this was true, while "Main
Street," additionally, never asked one to do more
than laugh at the elaborate, aimless subter¬
fuges of the small-town hick.that classic butt
of stage humor. It is, however, quite another
matter to ask K0 per cent of the »eat-bu>.u-
males of America to sit for two hours and
thirty minutes in a theater and observe a novel¬
ist pillory their habits, traditions end e^ni
their very ma»v


